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further interconnectors should be urgently investigated.
Enabling export potential of excess renewable production: in countries where the nominal transmission
capacity of interconnectors is below 30% of their renewable installed generation capacity options for further
interconnectors should urgently be investigated.
The Expert Group further recommends “that any project related to interconnection capacity, helping the
Member States reach any of the 30% thresholds, must apply for inclusion in the Ten Year Network Development
Plan and future lists of Projects of Common Interest. In addition, countries above the 30% but below 60%
thresholds in relation to their peak loads and renewable installed generation capacity are requested to investigate
regularly possible options of further interconnectors regularly.”
The report has had virtually no press coverage. Still, it seems not unimportant, that’s why we ag it up in
this space.

Back to Menu

EXPRESS #3

Small is beautiful: decentralised energy providers balk at becoming
balancing responsible
November 14, 2017

Small is beautiful

SolarPower Europe, along with a number of other trade associations, on 9 November launched the “Small
Is Beautiful” campaign. It is aimed at “highlighting the bene ts of small-scale, clean and locally owned
installations to move progressively towards a decentralised energy system.”
The biggest priority of the campaign, which is also supported by Cogen Europe, Wind Europe, AEBIOM,
Ocean Energy Europe, the European Heat Pump Association and the European Biogas Association
(among others), is to ensure that decentralised energy providers will not be made responsible for
“balancing” and that they will not lose other advantages they currently have in the electricity market.
James Watson, CEO of SolarPower Europe said: “Small installations empower territories, small businesses,
and consumers. When it comes to solar, they are also the biggest job providers. We must re ect on the energy
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transition we want to see emerging in Europe.” He adds that “These bene ts are, however, threatened by the
European Parliament’s current proposal requiring all power generators to be ‘balancing responsible’ and
the blanket removal of priority dispatch.”
The proposal is part of the response of the important ITRE committee in the European Parliament to the
European Commission’s Clean Energy Package (CEP), in particular the Electricity Market Design
regulation.
Small-scale renewable and high e ciency cogeneration installations are generally run by private
consumers, households, communities, farmers, cooperatives or SMEs and bene t the local economy, notes
the campaign. “However, European power markets are mostly not yet t for small installations. Removing the
balancing responsibility exemptions and priority dispatch will result in disproportionate costs and technical and
administrative burdens.”
“Keeping the priority dispatch and access regimes for small installations as proposed by the European
Commission is fundamental for empowering energy consumers and boosting investments in local sustainable and
e cient energy solutions“, indicated Hans Korteweg, Managing Director of COGEN Europe.
In short, what sounds like a sympathetic idea, a “Small is Beautiful” movement, is in fact, an ordinary, if
cleverly named, Brussels lobbying initiative.
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Heat pumps in Europe show record growth
November 14, 2017

“When collecting heat pump data for 2016, we got increasingly optimistic”, write the authors of the latest
European Heat Pump and Statistics Report 2017, which was released on 7 November.
“For the 3rd year in a row, heat pump markets across Europe have grown, by 12% in 2016, to be exact”, the two
author write in the introduction to the report.
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